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periods. The removal of a retained yellow body will sometimes bring an animal in heat as early as the next day. The rupture of the cysts results in a normal heat period for the "buller." The operator introduces his hand and arm far into the rectum and by careful manipulation of the ovaries succeeds in pressing out the yellow body or cyst. A knife is not used. This is a type of bloodless surgery.
WHEN TO DISPOSE OF A NON-BREEDER
If the affected animal is old or not specially valuable, it will probably be best to sell her for slaughter. Many cows are bred every time they come in heat. If a cow fails to settle after one or two trials, she should be rested for two heat periods and tried again. If this fails, treatment should be undertaken or the animal disposed of. Too frequent service often aggravates the trouble and may injure the bull. If an animal is of moderate value, it is good practice to have her examined by a skilled veterinarian. The simple removal of a yellow body may end the trouble. If the examination reveals the cow to be permanently sterile, treatment may be omitted and the cow sold. An infected animal should be carefully attended and the discharge stopped as early as possible. A few weeks after the discharge has ceased and the heat periods are resumed, the cow may be bred. If she fails to settle, dispose of her. Quack remedies are worthless.
THE RELATION OF DIET TO REPRODUCTION
Considerable work has been undertaken relative to the importance of diet on the breeding efficiency of cattle. The presence or absence of vitamins come in for their share of investigation. At the present time nothing of a definite nature has been discovered concerning the effect of various feeds and vitamins on the breeding ability of an animal.
Many statements are made as to the effects of mineral feeding on sterility and abortion. Animals in a very rundown condition, either from a diet lacking in minerals or other essential parts of the diet, may fail to breed satis-